By "means for treating" is meant any method or treatment that exposes a binding 
site of the binding agent on the Gram-negative bacterial antigen or on the Gram-positive 
bacterial antigen thereof. Such means include, without limitation, physical manipulation, 
including homogenization (with, for example, a Dounce homogenizer), sonication, and 
boiling. Other "means for treating" include treatment of the sample with chemical 
solutions or compounds including, without limitation, detergents (e.g., SDS or octoxynol, 
which is sold under the trademark Triton®), alkaline lysis solutions (e.g., a basic 
solution), acidic lysis solutions (e.g., an acidic solution), EDTA, EGTA, surfactants, 
metal ions, cations, anions, chelators, and enzymes. 

In the claims: 



Please cancel claims 9-13 and 19-22 without prejudice. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.121(c)(l)(i), please amend claims to read as follows. 

1 . A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amount^ 
bacteria in donor blood or blood product from a donor mammal for transfer tp^Tecipient 
mammal comprising contacting a sample of the donor blood or blood^pfoduct with a set 
of binding agents, wherein the set of binding agents compris^bmding agents that 
specifically bind to a Gram-negative bacterial antigen^arfa binding agents that specifically 
bind to a Gram-positive bacterial antigen, determining binding of the set of binding 
agents to the Gram-negative bacterial apti^enand the Gram-positive bacterial antigen in 
the sample, wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of 
bacteria in the donor bloofkfJr blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant^rfount of bacteria in the donor blood or blood product, and 
identifying thefaonor blood or blood product from the donor mammal determined to have 
an absence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria as useful for transfer to the 
recipient mammal. . — 



7. A method for screening for the presencej)£^<rl1rncally relevant amount of 
'Gram-positive bacteriajjiuiefte^ product from a donor mammal for 

transfeiUertfrecipient mammal comprising contacting a sample of the donor blood or 
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blood product with a set of binding agents, wherein the set of binding^agents comprises 
binding agents that specifically bind to a Gram-positive bacteriaKantigen, determining 
binding of the set of binding agents to the Gram-positive bat-ferial antigen in the sample, 
wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically rptevant amount of Gram-positive 
bacteria in the donor blood or blood product and ncybinding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant amount of Gram-positive baeferia in the donor blood or blood product, 
and identifying the donor blood or blood pjxkluct from the donor mammal determined to 
have an absence of a clinically relevant^mount of Gram-positive bacteria as useful for 
transfer to the recipient mammal. 

8. A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amount of 
Gram-negative bacteria in donor blood or blood product from a donor mammal for 
transfer to a recipient mantfmal comprising contacting a sample of the donor blood or 
blood product with a set of binding agents, wherein the set of binding agents comprises 
binding agents that specifically bind to a Gram-negative bacterial antigen, determining 
binding of the set/3f binding agents to the Gram-negative bacterial antigen in the sample, 
wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative 
bacteria in the donor blood or blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria in the donor blood or blood product, 
and identifying the donor blood or blood product from the donor mammal determined to 
have afri absence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria as useful for 
transfer to the recipie nt mammal. 

14. A method for screening for the presence ofa^d4fri£aTIy relevant amount of 
bacteria in a donor tissue from a donor mammal for-transfer to a recipient mammal, 
wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fl^df^omprising contacting a sample of the fluid 
with a set of binding agents, wherejirfhe set of binding agents comprises binding agents 
that specifically bind to a Gmrrwiegative bacterial antigen and binding agents that 
specifically bind to a Gram-positive bacterial antigen, determining binding of the set of 
binding agents to toe'uram-negative bacterial antigen and the Gram-positive bacterial 
antigen in thesdmple, wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount oPoacteria in the donor tissue and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically 



3 



fir 



relevant amount of bacteria in the~ttonor tissue, and identifying the donor tissue from the 
donor mammal determjj*€cf to have an absence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria 
as useful foripallsfer to the recipient mammal. 



1 7. A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amojwrfbf 
Gram-positive bacteria in a donor tissue from a donor mammal for transfer tp^recipient 
mammal, wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fluid, comprising coijtd^ting a sample of 
fluid with a set of binding agents, wherein the set of binding ag^rtfs comprises binding 
agents that specifically bind to a Gram-positive bacterial armgen, determining binding of 
the set of binding agents to the Gram-positive bactep^f antigen in the sample, wherein 
binding indicates the presence of a clinically rpl^vant amount of Gram-positive bacteria 
n the donor tissue and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant amount of 
Gram-positive bacteriai-H^me donor tissue, and identifying the donor tissue from the 
donor mammal dej^rmined to have an absence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
positive bactej^ as useful for^ransfer to the recipient mammal. 
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1 8. A method/for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amount of 
Gram-negative bacteria in a donor tissue from a donor mammal for transfer to a recipient 
mammal, wherein tne donor tissue is stored in a fluid, comprising contacting a sample of 
the fluid with a set of binding agents, wherein the set of binding agents comprises binding 
agents that specifically bind to a Gram-negative bacterial antigen, determining binding of 
the set of bidding agents to the Gram-negative bacterial antigen and the Gram-positive 
bacterial antigen in the sample, wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically 
relevan/amount of Gram-negative bacteria in the donor tissue and no binding indicates 
the absence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria in the donor tissue, 
and identifying the donor tissue from the donor mammal determined to have an absence 
of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria as useful for transfer to the 
recipient mammal. 
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